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In the article two types o f models o f the Chinese language sign are analyzed, semantic 
model o f lexical meaning, on the one hand, and a hieroglyphic model, on the other. The 
composition of the subsystem of semantic components is revealed, the frequency o f constituents 
of different constituent models is determined, general and specific characteristics o f the analyzed 
models are determined on the basis of the noun-zoonyms of the Chinese language.
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THE USE OF PODCASTS FOR THE FORMATION 
OF COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE CLASSES

Данная статья посвящена проблеме использования подкастов для формирования 
коммуникативной компетенции на уроках иностранного языка. Подкаст -  это аудио- или 
видеофайл, распространяемый в Интернете, для прослушивания на персональном 
компьютере либо мобильных устройствах, который можно слушать в любое удобное для 
пользователя время. Автор приходит к выводу, что с помощью подкаста можно решить 
ряд методических задач, в том числе формирование аудитивных навыков и умений пони
мания иноязычной речи на слух, формирование и совершенствование произносительных 
навыков, расширение и обогащение лексического словаря, формирование и совершенство
вание грамматических навыков, развитие коммуникативных умений в устной и письмен
ной речи. Автор описывает собственный опыт работы по использованию подкастов на 
уроке английского языка при изучении темы «Традиции и праздники».

The progress of the modern world does not stand still: old technologies are 
being improved, new ones appear. With the development of information 
technology, more and more programs and author’s multimedia materials appear. 
The rapid development of the Internet provides more opportunities for the 
realization of the goals. The Internet has become so integrated into our lives that its 
widespread use has reached the educational process.

Today every teacher tries to diversify his lesson as much as possible, using 
websites, e-mails and electronic encyclopedias, telecommunication projects, blogs, 
videoconferences, chat sessions, forums and more.

Many scientists have been studying the possibility of using modern 
information technologies in a foreign language lesson. Each of them provided their 
description, confirmed by empirical means. P. V. Sysoev [1] proposed a detailed 
methodology for the use of podcasts for the formation of listening skills. However, 
the modern purpose of teaching a foreign language is to form the communicative



co m p eten ce  o f  s tuden ts. T h erefo re , the  a im  o f  ou r s tu d y  w as to  an a ly ze  the  
p o ssib ility  o f  u s in g  p o d cas ts  to  fo rm  co m m u n ica tiv e  co m p eten ce  in  fo re ig n  
lan g u ag e  lessons.

T he use  o f  in fo rm atio n  tech n o lo g y  a llo w s studen ts to  in d ep en d en tly  carry  ou t 
v a rio u s  ac tiv itie s  and  s tim u la tes  th em  to  active  co g n itiv e  activ ity . N e w  m eth o d s 
and  ap p ro ach es  in  ed u ca tio n  p lay  a  lead in g  ro le  here  [2]. In  ad d ition , th e  u se  o f  
m o d e rn  in fo rm atio n  tech n o lo g ies  p ro v id es  m an y  o p p o rtu n ities  to  fin d  su itab le  
re so u rces  on  the  g lobal In te rne t. O ne o f  such  tech n o lo g ies  is p o dcasting .

P o d cas t is an  aud io  o r v id eo  file  d is trib u ted  on  the  In te rn e t fo r lis ten in g  on  a 
p e rso n a l co m p u te r o r m ob ile  d ev ices, w h ich  can  be  lis ten ed  to  a t an y  tim e  
co n v en ien t fo r the  user. T he w o rd  podcast com es from  the  w o rd s  iP o d  (m p 3 -p lay e r 
o f  A p p le ) an d  b ro ad cas t (w id esp read  w id e -fo rm a t b ro ad castin g ). T hus, th is  te rm  
has acq u ired  the  fo llo w in g  m ean ing : “ a  w ay  to  d is trib u te  aud io  o r v id eo  
in fo rm atio n  on  the  In te rn e t” [3].

In  the  g loba l In te rn e t y o u  can  fin d  a  su ffic ien t n u m b er o f  p o d cas ts  and  all o f  
th em  can  be  d iv id ed  in to  th ree  g roups: aud io  p o d casts , v ideo  p o d cas ts  and  
screencasts . A  screen cas t is fa irly  n ew  p h en o m en o n . T he e ssen ce  o f  th is  p o d cas t is 
th a t w ith  the  he lp  o f  a  spec ia l p ro g ram  an  aud io  reco rd  w ith  co m m en ts  is 
su p erim p o sed  on  the  a lread y  ex istin g  v ideo  reco rd  [4].

O n  the  b asis  o f  ex istin g  c lass ifica tio n s, w e  can  id en tify  severa l ch arac te ris tic s  
th a t p o d cas ts  have:

•  every  In te rn e t u se r has the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  p o s t h is  p e rso n a l po d cast;
•  each  u se r can  create  a  p riv a te  zone  to  d iscu ss  th e ir  p o d cas ts  on  the  p o d cas t 

server itse lf;
•  the  ab ility  to  crea te  a  m ic ro -b lo g  o r w eb  fo rum ;
•  the  ab ility  to  ed it the  p o d cas t an d  p e rso n a l zone;
•  all u sers  w h o  have  access  to  the  p o s ted  p o d cas t can  v iew  an d  co m m en t 

on  it [5].
It sho u ld  a lso  be  n o ted  th a t the  p o d c as t can  be  u sed  to  so lve a  n u m b er o f  

m e th o d o lo g ica l p ro b lem s, in c lu d in g  the  fo rm atio n  o f  lis ten in g  sk ills an d  ab ilitie s  
to  u n d e rs tan d  fo re ig n  speech , the  fo rm atio n  and  im p ro v em en t o f  p ro n u n c ia tio n  
sk ills, the  ex p an sio n  an d  en rich m en t o f  v o cab u la ry , the  fo rm atio n  an d  
im p ro v em en t o f  g ram m ar sk ills , the  d ev e lo p m en t o f  co m m u n ica tiv e  sk ills  in  o ra l 
and  w ritten  speech.

S ince the  d ev e lo p m en t o f  co m m u n ica tiv e  com p eten ce  is one o f  the  m o st 
im p o rtan t goals o f  teach in g  a  fo re ig n  lan g u ag e , it is n ecessa ry  to  use  such  d idactic  
m ean s as p o d cas ts  to  ach ieve  it.

P o d casts  h ave  a  w id e  ran g e  o f  sub jec ts and  com p lex ity , so th e ir  use  is 
p o ssib le  b o th  a t an  early  stage  o f  m aste rin g  the  lan guage , an d  fo r studen ts  w h o  
a lread y  k n o w  the  language. H o w ev er, th e  teach e r n eed s  to  b u ild  a  co m p eten t 
m eth o d o lo g y  o f  its ap p lica tio n  in  a  fo re ig n  lan g u ag e  lesson . To do th is , the  p o d cas t 
sh o u ld  be  se lec ted  acco rd in g  to  a  n u m b er o f  c rite ria , su ch  as au th en tic ity , th em a tic  
co rresp o n d en ce  o f  the  m ate ria ls  to  th e  cu rricu lum , access ib ility , n o ve lty , 
com p lian ce  w ith  the  in te rests  an d  cap ab ilities  o f  s tuden ts, fu n c tio n a lity  o f  the



p o d cas t tex t itse lf, c la rity  o f  d ic tion , ex p ress iv en ess  o f  in to n a tio n , and  n a tu ra l 
speech  ra te . T he co rresp o n d en ce  o f  p o d cas ts  to  all th ese  c rite ria  in d ica tes  the  
p o ssib ility  o f  th e ir  e ffec tive  use  in  fo re ig n  language  classes.

E x e rc ises  are d iv id ed  in to  th ree  groups:
•  exerc ises be fo re  lis ten in g  o r w a tch in g ;
•  exerc ises w h ile  lis ten in g  or w a tch in g ;
•  exerc ises a fte r lis ten in g  o r w atch ing .
L e t us co n sid e r the  p o ssib le  ta sk s  fo r each  g roup  o f  exerc ises. B efo re  lis ten in g  

or w a tch in g  k ey w o rd s  are g iven , the  m ean in g  o f  w h ich  can  be  guessed ; studen ts  
can  m ake  a ssu m p tio n s  ab o u t the  to p ic  o f  tex t. E ffec tiv e  is the  co m p ila tio n  o f  
asso c io g ram s w ith  a  k ey w o rd  o r the  d e fin itio n  o f  a  k ey w o rd  on  the  to p ic , w h ile  the  
s tuden ts rep ea t an d  g enera lize  the  v o cab u la ry  on  a  g iven  topic .

W hile  lis ten ing , studen ts  can  se lec t fro m  th e  w o rd s  th a t w ere  u sed  in  the  tex t, 
ad d  a  tab le , se lec t p ic tu re s  su itab le  fo r m ean in g , o r d is trib u te  th em  acco rd in g  to  the  
co n ten t o f  the  tex t. T h ey  can  be  g iven  a  te x t (fo r ex am p le , w ith  gaps) th a t n eed s  to  
be  filled  in.

A fte r lis ten in g  to  the  tex t, y o u  can  n am e the  p a rts  o f  the  tex t, de te rm in e  the  
co rre sp o n d en t s ta tem en ts  to  the  co n ten t o f  the  tex t, and  an sw er the  questions. A t 
th is  stage , c rea tive  ta sk s  can  be  o ffered , fo r exam ple, to  co n tin u e  the  sto ry , to  m ake  
questions on  the  tex t, to  co m p are  th em  w ith  the  p a rtn e r 's  qu estio n s  an d  to  p lay  the  
in te rv iew . A t h o m e studen ts  can  w rite  a  s im ila r story.

A n  ex am ple  o f  h o w  to  use  a  p o d cas t in  a  fo re ig n  lan g u ag e  c lass  is the  use 
o f  the  ed u ca tio n a l p o d cas t “ G uy  F a w k e s ’ D ay ” w h ile  s tu d y in g  the  to p ic  
“F estiv a ls  an d  C e leb ra tio n s” . T h is p o d c as t ex p an d s the  b o u n d arie s  o f  the  learn in g  
env iro n m en t, fo rm s in fo rm atio n  an d  co m m u n ica tio n  sk ills  an d  g ives an  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  p ro v id e  studen ts  w ith  ad d itio n a l lan g u ag e  p rac tice . T he th em e o f  
trad itio n s  an d  h o lid ay s  o f  the  co u n try  o f  the  s tu d ied  lan g u ag e  a llo w s g e tting  an  
id ea  ab o u t the  cu ltu re  o f  the  peop le . T h is p o d c as t te lls  ab o u t the  ce leb ra tio n  o f  the  
trad itio n a l E n g lish  h o lid ay  “ G uy  F aw k es  N ig h t” . In  ad d ition , it h e lp s to  ex p an d  the  
v o cab u la ry  o f  studen ts, w h ich  p o s itiv e ly  affec ts  th e ir  ab ility  to  com m unicate .

C o n sid e r the  struc tu re  o f  the  le sso n  frag m en t u s in g  the  podcast.

I. Preliminary work with a video podcast.
Т: Now we will watch the news about “Guy Fawkes’ Day”. Do you know something 

about it?
S: Yes we do. It is a famous festival in Great Britain when people burn an effigy o f Guy 

Fawkes.
T: Yes you are right.
T: Before watching the video look at the blackboard, there are some new words and listen 

to me. You’ll hear these words in the text!
Students listen to the correct reading of the words and repeat after the teacher.

II. Presenting a video podcast.
T: Now watch the news attentively and answer the questions:
1. When is Bonfire Night?
2. How do people celebrate Bonfire Night?
3. How many people attended the Bonfire Night event in the video?
4. What time did the procession start?



5. Bonfire Night commemorates a man called Guy Fawkes. What did he try to 
do 400 years ago?

6. What do people put on the bonfire?
7. What does Leon do?
8. What did the members of the public who were interviewed think of Bonfire Night?
(the video podcast http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/english-skills-practice/video- 

uk/bonfire-night)
T : Is everything clear? Do you have any questions?
T : Who can tell me when Bonfire Night is? What is your variant, Maria?
S: on the 5th of November 
T: You’re right/you’re wrong
T : How do people celebrate Bonfire Night? Answer this question, Kate.
S: They make bonfires and set off fireworks.
T : Good of you.
T : And what do you think, Alex?
T: (asks all the questions)
S: -  over 20,000.
-  6 p.m.
-  He blew up the House of Parliament.
-  Rag doll called “Guys”.
-  He organizes fireworks displays.
-  All o f them loved it.

III. Exercises to consolidate.
T: Match the vocabulary with the correct definitions and write a-g next to the number 1-7.
1. ... a procession
2. ... the Houses of Parliament
3. ... a firework
4. . a bonfire
5. . a tradition
6. . to blow something up
7. . gunpowder
a. a large fire that people build outdoors
b. a small rocket that shoots into the sky and explodes with bright colours and loud bangs
c. a long line of people walking slowly as part of a special event
d. to make something explode
e. the main government building in the UK
f. an explosive substance in fireworks and bullets
g. a cultural activity that people have done for many years
T: Now watch this podcast again and try to tell it on behalf of the reporter, one of the 

participants, one of the volunteers, the firefighter or the police officer.
T: Ok. Let’s try to tell the news. Kate, tell it on behalf of the reporter. Others listen to her 

and ask questions.
S: (retells the text of the podcast).
T: Would it be interesting for you to visit the festival?
T: What would you like to see first?
T : All o f you worked well today. I am satisfied with your work.

U sin g  the  p o d cas t as the  basis  o f  the  le sso n  an d  p e rfo rm in g  th ese  exerc ises, 
y o u  can  see th a t studen ts  learn  the  m ate ria l m o re  q u ick ly , an d  the  re su lts  o f  
in d ep en d en t w o rk  are positive . W e can  assu m e th a t the  p o d cas t h e lp s  to  in still

http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/english-skills-practice/video-uk/bonfire-night
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in te re s t an d  d ev e lo p  the  m o tiv a tio n  to  learn  a  fo re ig n  lan g u ag e , and  to  d evelop  
log ic , a tten tion , m em ory , an d  th ink ing . T h is p o d c as t h e lp s to  u n d e rs tan d  th e  n ew  
m a te ria l w ith  ease. T h is is e sp ec ia lly  ev id en t in  the  p ro cess  o f  co n so lid a tin g  the  
k n o w led g e  ga in ed  on  the  top ic . H ere  it sh o u ld  be  n o ted  th a t the  p o d cas t re a lly  
h e lp s a  lo t in  the  eas ie r a ss im ila tio n  o f  the  m ate ria l, an d  it a lso  g ives m o tiv a tio n  fo r 
com m u n icatio n . T here  is a  liv e ly  a tm o sp h ere  a t the  lesson , ev ery o n e  w an ts  to  
exp ress  th e ir  op in io n s  n o t o n ly  on  the  p o d cast, b u t a lso  to  share  th e ir  o w n  
ex p erien ces  and  ex p ress  th e ir  im pressions. U sin g  ex istin g  p o d cas ts  g rea tly  
sim p lifies  the  ac tiv ity  o f  the  teach e r, b u t c rea tin g  y o u r o w n  p o d cas t is n o t o n ly  
m o re  in te restin g , b u t a lso  g ives a  fa s te r p o sitiv e  e ffec t fo r the  d ev e lo p m en t o f  
s tu d en ts ’ co m m u n ica tiv e  ab ilities.

S u m m ariz in g  all o f  the  abo v e, w e  can  co n clu d e  th a t the  te ch n iq u e  o f  u s in g  
p o d cas ts , a long  w ith  m an y  o th e r m o d ern  m eth o d s an d  to o ls , a llow s fo rm in g  a 
w h o le  ran g e  o f  co m p eten c ie s , in c lu d in g  com m u n ica tiv e , an d  th e re fo re  is an  
in d isp en sab le  in n o v a tiv e  to o l fo r te ach in g  fo re ig n  languages. In  ad d ition , the  use 
o f  p o d cas ts  in  fo re ig n  lan g u ag e  c lasses in c reases  the  studen ts ' m o tiv a tio n  fo r active  
speak ing , w h ich  is the  m a in  ob jec tiv e  o f  te ach in g  languages.
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This article is devoted to the problem of using podcasts to form communicative 
competence in foreign language classes. The article describes the criteria of choice for podcasts 
and its methodological properties. The author gives a definition o f  a podcast and provides lesson 
plans with the podcasts.
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