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MOAHbIE CNOBA: AMAXPOHUYECKUINA ACMNEKT
B.A.lNonowkuna (I'YO «umHasusa N25 e. bapaHosu4u»)

B coBpeMeHHOM Hay4YHOM Mupe BaXKHbI 0ObEKT ANsi U3YyYeHUS — UHTEPHET-KOMMYHMKa-
uma. C TeyeHMEM BpeMeHU «BCEMMUPHAA MayTMHa» Kak KOMMYHWKATMBHaa Cpefa CYLUIEeCTBEHHO
MEHSIETCS, YTO OTPAXKAET U3MEHEHMS B PA3/IMYHbIX aCMEKTax, B NEPBYHO ouepeab B 0OLLEHUU. DBO-
JOUMS A3blKa MPOCSIEXXMBAETCS YEPE3 A3bIKOBOM KOHTEHT, KOTOPbIN MpeTepreBaeT CyLLECTBEHHbIE
M3MEHEHMS AaxKe 338 JOCTaTOYHO KOPOTKUIM NPOMEXYTOK BPpEMEHU, HanpuMep, B TPETbEM AeCATU-
netum 21 Beka nNo cpaBHeEHMIO CO BTOpbIM. B cBsA3M € 3TMM ocobyto akTyasbHOCTb NpuobpeTaeT
HeobX0AMMOCTb Yrny6neHHOro U3yyeHus BeNnopyCcCcKnx, pyccknMx U aHrIMMCKUX METaKOMMYHMU-
KaTMBHbIX KOMMEHTapUEB, UTFOCTPUPYHOLLIMX MOHSITUE KMOLHOE CNOBO» C TOYKU 3peHUs npes-
CTaBUTENEeN COOTBETCTBYHOLLEN JIMHIBOKYIbTYPbl B AMAaXPOHUN.

KntoueBble cnoBa: MHTEPHET KOMMYHMKaLUS, S3bIKOBOM KOHTEHT, METAKOMMYHUKATUBHbIE
KOMMEHTapuun, «KMOAHOE C/I0BOY.

FASHION FOR WORDS: THE DIACHRONIC ASPECT
V.A.Polyushkina (State Educational Institution “Gymnasium N2 5 Baranovichi”)

In today's scientific world, Internet communication is an important subject for study. As time
goes, the World Wide Web as a communicative field is significantly changing, which reflects
changes in different aspects, firstly in communication. The evolution of language is traced through
language lexical units that undergoes significant changes even in a short period, for example, in
the third decade of the 21st century compared to the second one. In this regard, the particular
urgency is given to the need for in-depth study of the Belarusian, Russian and English meta-
communicative comments, which illustrate the notion of ‘buzzword’ from the point of view of the
members of the appropriate linguaculture in diachrony.

Keywords: Internet communication, lexical units, metacommunicative comments,
‘buzzword’.

The aim of our research is to identify the vocabulary dynamics of metacommu-
nicative comments with the evaluation of words as ‘fashionable’ in the Belarusian,
Russian and English Internet communication in 2017 and 2022. The object of the
research is metacommunicative message with the lexical marker “buzzword” and
its equivalents. The subject of the research is represented by the changes of lexical
units marked as ‘fashionable’ by native speakers themselves during two last decades
of the 21-st century.

During the research we have analyzed 374 micro-contexts in 2017 and 292 in
2022 with the metamarker ‘fashionable word’ taken from the Internet commentaries
of Belarusian, English and Russian-speaking users discussing various topics via so-
cial networks for public exchange of messages using Web interface, Twitter, Insta-
gram, Facebook and Tik-Tok. We have analyzed 6 Belarusian, 169 Russian and 199
English, microcontexts of Internet-discussion in 2017 and 13 Belarusian, 59 Russian
and 220 English where the most frequent topics are social life, feelings and emo-
tions, politics, business and Internet etc [1].

As for the Belarusian language community, its representatives in the Internet-
discourse use their native language quite seldom and almost never mark words as
fashionable. Thus, we are speaking about only 6 Belarusian microcontexts of 2017
and 13 of 2022.
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Table 1

Resonance topics of Belarusian Internet community’s discussions

2017 2022
Social life - 68 % Social life -54%
Feelings and emotions -16% Nature and ecology —25%
Religious -16% Internet and technologies —-7%
Medicine -7%

3apasz y benapyci cmana MooHa kasaub «xcypbiHka»... | canpayoel, cnpassi
Ha0yxca 0obpuwia. In this context the word «xcypbinka» denoted a depressed and
bored state of a person with the meaning that the state itself is “fashionable”, not a
word denoting it.

MooHbis 6enapyckis cnoebl, K KaxCyuyb KaANaHKa, wapuwama, 2izasayb.
AnouwiHse eenbMi cMeuwlHae, NOMHIO K Mol baybka eizaeay ad mamyniHau 6sapo3a-
eau posei. The fashionable word “eizasays ™ came to the Belarusian language from
the Yanka Kupala’s stories and we use it nowadays when we would like to describe
a strong desire and ability to avoid punishment by all available means [1,2].

The analysis of the Russian Internet-comments enabled us to reveal 169 Rus-
sian microcontexts in 2017 and 59 in 2022 with a metamarker ‘fashionable word’.
They were divided into the following thematic groups.

Table 2
The thematic groups of Russian microcontexts
2017 2022
Social life = 33(20%) Social life — 33 (46%)
Business and economics — 21 (12%) Internet — 11 (15%)
Feelings and emotions — 18 (11%) Feelings and emotions — 10 (14%)
Internet and technologies — 13 (9%) Psychology — 5 (7%)

LayHuku unu — MoodHoe cnoeo — dayHuwugmepsol, HoO 8ce-makxu A evibuparo 2o-
pood. In the given example, the word «dayHwugmep» denotes a man who has
changed his way of life due to some circumstances and supports the philosophy ‘live
for yourself’.

Moreover, we use archaisms as ‘fashionable’ words: Yeoparo ¢ nrodei, komo-
pble 8e30e NbImaromcs 8nNUXHYyMmMs HbiHYe MOOHOe o080 «npogypcemka». In this
context the word «npogypcemka» is ‘fashionable’, although according to its origin
it is archaism.

As for 2022, the most exciting commentaries are kummen - xunc. Kronomei?
KancynoHebil 2apoepob? Imo He npocmo Hoeble MOOHbIe UHCMA2PaMHble C/108e4YKU.
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These lexical units are used by native speakers in the sense of a basic universal
wardrobe, where things are combined in color, size and style [1].

It must be admitted that Russian native-speakers use metamarkers of ‘fashion-
able’ word in discussion of a less range of topics than English Internet-users, and
much more often than Belarusian ones. Primary analysis of English microcontexts
revealed 12 discussion topics in 2017 and 16 in 2022 with the lexical metamarkers
of ‘fashionable word’.

Table 3
The thematic groups of English microcontexts
2017 2022
Social life - 64(30%) Social life - 66 (32%)
Politics — 45(22%) Internet and technologies — 36 (16%)
Words with direct meaning — 28 (13%) | Feelings and emotions — 21(10%)
Feelings and emotions — 27(12%) Politics — 19 (8%)

Good to see that despite Westminster the word ‘chums’ is still in vogue! The
meaning of the word ‘chums’ - ‘friends’, but in the given example the ‘fashionable’
word is used in politics to denote the inscriptions on the T-shirts.

But the example of 2022 is Cosplayer, impersonator, attention seeker are
trendy words now. The word ‘cosplayer’ is associated with the fashion youth move-
ment around the world, known as the ‘costume game’. People express themselves
with the help of costumes, wooden swords, make-up. Moreover, in 2017 we singled
out a separate group for ‘fashionable words’ in their direct metacommunicative
meaning. ‘Chic’ is my least favourite fashion word. The native-speaker, using the
word in this context, characterizes not an object of reality denoted by a word, but a
word itself, expressing his attitude to a language unit.

Finally, the conducted analysis of Internet comments showed that native-speak-
ers of communicative culture of all three languages discuss the notion of words but
not the words themselves. Besides, in English comments the reflexivity is often
aimed at the language. An English native-speaker filters the selection of lexical
units, comments on the appearance of new words. Russian-speaking Internet-users
react stronger on the events in social life, expression of feelings for them is more
important.

One of the sources of fashionable words in the Russian Internet discourse is
borrowing [3]. For example: Kpaw, kpuHsc, pogpn, eamames, 3ymepsi, azpumscs.
These words are more convenient to use, shorter than Russian lexical units, express
the meaning more clearly and close certain communicative ‘holes’ — lacunae. The
representatives of the Belarusian language community use their mother tongue at the
reflexive level quite seldom. Even thinking over the life in general, Belarusians use
the Russian language more often and that is why they do not feel the “fashion trends”
in their own language.
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