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RÉSUMÉ 
katerina Dmitrievna Dolmatova 

Modifications of English consonants in connected speech  
(experimental-phonetic research based on the British English)  

 

Key words: allophone, variation, individual variation, coarticulation, modifica-
tion, realization, feature, free variation, consonants, phoneme. 

The aim of the research is to reveal the specific character of modifications in 
realization of English consonants in connected speech and to define the status of the 
revealed modifications from the point  of  view of the system as well  as  the norm of 
the English consonantism.   

Methods of the research: uditory, acoustic, verifying analyses; analysis 
through synthesis and elements of statistical analysis. 

The results obtained and their novelty: as a result of the research, distinctions 
between the subclasses of English consonants in the degree of their combinatory-
positional modifications have been revealed; the significance of inherent perceptual-
acoustic information for consonant identification has been established. Perceptual 
relevance of subtle sound modifications has been shown, as proved by their role in 
indicating contextual variation within the norm, on the one hand, and individual pe-
culiarities of pronunciation, on the other. The role of individual acoustic parameters 
in marking positionally varied allophones of the English consonants has been identi-
fied as well as the interaction between qualitative and quantitative modifications. 
Concrete forms of co-occurrence of two kinds of phonetic variation in the subsystem 
of English consonantism have been revealed – allophonic (structurally conditioned) 
and free, manifested through individual (interindividual and intraindividual) varia-
tion. The peculiarities of the English consonant realization in spontaneous and pre-
pared connected speech have been shown on allophonic level. 

Applicability of the results: the results obtained in the research can be used in 
the courses of Theoretical and Practical English Phonetics for language students as 
well as implemented in linguistic databases for speech technologies. 
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